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Walnut Speakeasy embraces past - but
doesn't skip on modern amenities

By Samantha Nelson | Daily Herald Correspondent Contact writer

Server Katie Forkell shares a laugh with
customers as she delivers their food at The
Walnut Speakeasy in Elgin.
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Alcohol may be perfectly legal, but
that doesn't stop The Walnut
Speakeasy from embracing the
Prohibition Era mystique. While in
most ways it's a totally modern sports
bar, the new spot occupying The
Checkered Flag's old space strives for
a more intimate and old-timey feel
than its louder cohorts.

Motif: You won't find any neon beer

signs or big sports team logos here.

Instead the interior features high

wooden rafters and stone brick walls

lit by iron-framed yellow lamps

hanging from the ceiling. The space

offers large rounded booths and dark The Walnut Speakeasy

wood tables, though the focal pointis 214 Walnut Ave., Elgin, (847) 695-2420,
a long horseshoe-shaped wooden bar thewalnutspeakeasy.com

lined with tall chairs. Of course Walnut
Speakeasy is a sports bar, and the
walls are also covered with 18 TVs
showing everything from football to
poker and big UFC matches. Along
with great views, sports fans are often
rewarded with a free game day
halftime buffet featuring pizza and wings, plus weekend beer specials.

Hours: 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. Monday through
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. Friday and
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday

Crowd: The vibe is decidedly casual, with costumers sporting baseball caps, T-shirts
and jeans. The crowd runs the gamut from families and younger couples coming for
dinner to local workers stopping in for a brew at the bar.

http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=329982[11/9/2009 6:27:04 PM]

© site Q Web search powered by ¥asHooO!

o]

= Browse Archives E{ Shop Images

JOBS HOMES FOR SALE

== New Auto Listings
o8 \otorcyles
ol C|ossics & Antiques

MARKETPLACE

Tobay's TOP JOBS
Healthcare Part-time Bus Driver for elders.

Good driving re... MORE

Animal. Dog Lover Wanted. Natural Healing
in W. Chicago is ... MORE

Legal. Busy Arl. Hts. Law Office. M-F 9-6;
$10 per hour + b... MORE

Legal. Busy Arl. Hts. Law Office. M-F 9-6;
$10 per hour + b... MORE

Sales, Outside Sales for Electronic Contract
Manufacturer. ... MORE

View All Top Jobs | Post A Job

speclal REPORTS

‘09 REPORT CARDS
Did your school
district make the
grade?

BROWN'S CHICKEN
People vs. James
Degorski

SOLHEIM CUP
Complete coverage at
Rich Harvest Farms

RED LIGHT CAMERAS
A Daily Herald
investigation

ACADEMIC TEAMS
Daily Herald honors
top students

GRADUATION 2009
Memorable moments
from
commencements

ELECTION '09
Complete coverage of
local races

ALL-AREA TEAMS
Herald experts pick
top basketball players

LEADERSHIP TEAMS
Daily Herald honors
outstanding teens

PAY TO PLAY?
Complete coverage of
Blagojevich case

RETURN TO NIU
Struggles and
triumphs after Cole
Hall shootings



http://www.dailyherald.com/subscribe/
http://www.dailyherald.com/search/
http://www.dailyherald.com/search/
http://dailyherald.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
http://dailyherald.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/jobs/
http://homes.dailyherald.com/
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/autos.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/browse.asp?c=7000
http://www.dailyherald.com/
http://www.dailyherald.com/opinion/
http://www.dailyherald.com/business/
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/
http://www.dailyherald.com/entertainment/
http://www.dailyherald.com/lifestyle/
https://chatterbox-isd.ca/arli/TransactionType.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=57', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=57', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=57', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=51', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=51', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=51', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=13', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=13', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=13', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=13', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=13', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=13', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=26', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=26', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/viewtopjob.asp?adid=26', 'popup', 300, 350, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
javascript:openPopup('http://www.dailyherald.com/ads/topads/alltopjobs.asp', 'popup', 300, 500, 'toolbar=no,menubar=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes');
http://www.dailyherald.com/jobs/post/

http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/diabetes/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/breast-cancer/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/breast-cancer/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/breast-cancer/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/breast-cancer/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/breast-cancer/

http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/schoolreport/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/schoolreport/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/schoolreport/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/schoolreport/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/schoolreport/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/brownschicken/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/brownschicken/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/brownschicken/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/09/brownschicken/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/solheimcup/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/solheimcup/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/solheimcup/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/solheimcup/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/redlightcameras/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/redlightcameras/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/redlightcameras/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2009/redlightcameras/
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=298463
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=298463
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=298463
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=298463
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/grads/
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/grads/
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/grads/
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/grads/
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/grads/
http://www.dailyherald.com/news/politics/elections/2009/county/cook/
http://www.dailyherald.com/news/politics/elections/2009/county/cook/
http://www.dailyherald.com/news/politics/elections/2009/county/cook/
http://www.dailyherald.com/news/politics/elections/2009/county/cook/
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=276927
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=276927
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=276927
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=276927
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=267720
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=267720
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=267720
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=267720
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2008/blagojevich/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2008/blagojevich/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2008/blagojevich/
http://www.dailyherald.com/packages/2008/blagojevich/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/08/niu/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/08/niu/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/08/niu/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/08/niu/
http://www.dailyherald.com/special/08/niu/
http://www.dailyherald.com/writers/?by=Samantha Nelson
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/print/?id=329982
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/comments/?id=329982
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/comments/?id=329982

http://thewalnutspeakeasy.com/
http://my.dailyherald.com/account/?redirect=http%3A//www.dailyherald.com/story/%3Fid%3D329982
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/image/?image=203130&id=329982
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/image/?image=203130&id=329982
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/
http://www.dailyherald.com/galleries/
http://dailyherald.mycapture.com/mycapture/remoteimage.asp?backtext=Click+here+to+return+to+story+&backurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edailyherald%2Ecom%2Fstory%2Findex%2Easp%3Fid%3D329982&thumbpath=http%3A%2F%2Fi%2Edailyherald%2Ecom%2Fstories%2F203%2Ftn%2F203130%2Ejpg&previewpath=http%3A%2F%2Fi%2Edailyherald%2Ecom%2Fstories%2F203%2F203130%2Ejpg&pricingsheetid=1690&photographerid=0&affphotographerid=1&affphotographername=Patrick+Kunzer+%7C+Staff+Photographer&notes=
http://www.dailyherald.com/story/image/?image=203130&id=329982
http://dailyherald.mycapture.com/mycapture/remoteimage.asp?backtext=Click+here+to+return+to+story+&backurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edailyherald%2Ecom%2Fstory%2Findex%2Easp%3Fid%3D329982&thumbpath=http%3A%2F%2Fi%2Edailyherald%2Ecom%2Fstories%2F203%2Ftn%2F203130%2Ejpg&previewpath=http%3A%2F%2Fi%2Edailyherald%2Ecom%2Fstories%2F203%2F203130%2Ejpg&pricingsheetid=1690&photographerid=0&affphotographerid=1&affphotographername=Patrick+Kunzer+%7C+Staff+Photographer&notes=
http://my.dailyherald.com/account/?redirect=http%3A//www.dailyherald.com/story/%3Fid%3D329982
http://my.dailyherald.com/account/?redirect=http%3A//www.dailyherald.com/story/%3Fid%3D329982
http://www.dailyherald.com/

http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/autos.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/autos.asp
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/results.asp?c=8500&st=b&p=1&pp=&a=
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/results.asp?c=8500&st=b&p=1&pp=&a=
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/results.asp?c=9300&st=b&p=1&pp=&a=
http://www.dailyherald.com/classified/results.asp?c=9300&st=b&p=1&pp=&a=

Daily Herald | Walnut Speakeasy embraces past - but doesn't skip on modern amenities

See who's the BEST!

Giving
arden

Resources on the Web

Daily Herald

NewsAPER IN EDUCATION

Mission | Current Events
StudentSpeak

4 Reflejos

Progressive Latinos ...
Reflecting Excellence

Daily Herald

Liquid consumption: Beer is the drink of choice, with 14 brews on tap including
Guinness, 312 and Leinenkugel Seasonal. There is also a selection of craft brews such
as New Holland Dragons Milk and Three Floyds Dreadnaught. If you're not a fan of
hops, the bartenders can mix you up a margarita or martini and a cocktail list is in the
works, with drinks bearing old-fashioned names like Baby Face and Bees Knees.

Bl CALENDAR

Search and find Chicagoland events

Food: The menu offers far more than typical sports fan fuel. Dinner entrees include

I All categories

grilled skirt steak and seared walnut-crusted halibut. Diners pack in for the Friday night
fish fry, though you can satisfy your craving any day of the week with a filet of fish
sandwich, served hot with fresh cut fries. The baby back ribs can seem a little light on
the meat, but what is there is tender and covered with sweet and tangy sauce. Chicken
nachos are a favorite starter, though if you have a group to please you can try the
sampler platter, which features chicken tenders, potato skins and spicy buffalo wings.

B STORIES

» Cosby coming to Genesee Theatre

» ABC's Roberts gets prime-time spotlight
» Buy a Sony, get a side of 'Meatballs'

» 'Curb' coming to basic cable

» 'Christmas Carol' wraps up big weekend

Service: Servers are friendly, attentive and quick to please, making jokes and
chatting with customers at the tables and bars. When we asked for lemon to go with a
glass of 312, our server asked if that was how it was normally served and seemed
genuinely happy to learn a new bartending tip.

Sounds: Tunes are mostly provided by a jukebox or oldies radio, though the bar
periodically brings in lounge acts and DJs on the weekends. The owner is also looking
for regular acoustic performers.

Parking: There's a small free lot, so parking can get tight when the place is busy.

Bathrooms: You don't have to watch your liquid intake if you're afraid to miss a play.
The bathrooms have their own TVs along with funky beaten metal-rimmed mirrors. The
doors also embrace the old time speakeasy theme, showing a dapper dude in a top hat
and a dame holding a long cigarette.

Overall: Part of a growing trend of more subdued sports bars, Walnut Speakeasy
seems to still be working on how it will define itself as a dining and drinking destination.
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